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If you would, please turn in your Bibles to Matthew 16.

Matthew 16 and we will be looking at verses 13-16.

This is week 3 of our series through the Apostles’ Creed. The Apostles’ Creed is the oldest of Christian creeds and it has been used over the centuries for two purposes. 

First to correct error, and secondly to form the people of God, to help the people of God form correct symmetry, to correct and give clarity, to help inform how we think about the community, and ultimately to lead how we counsel ourselves and counsel others.

It’s important to note, as I said last week, I am not preaching the creed; we’re preaching the Bible. The creed doesn’t have any authority unto itself except what it teaches us about what the Word of God says. 

With that said, let’s read the Apostles’ Creed together.

“I believe in God the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried. He descended to hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended to heaven and sits on the right hand of the Father almighty, from whence he shall come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting, amen.”
We started with this first statement; “I believe.” There’s a difference between knowing in your head and knowing in your heart. 

You can know things in your head and not act upon them, but if you believe, you’ll act upon those beliefs. Belief moves us to action.

Last week we talked about “God the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.” 

We said that our God is infinitely powerful and an intensely personal Father. 

As we consider the triune nature of our God, it leads us to the second person of the Trinity, Jesus Christ. 

We are going to start here in Matthew 16 as we considering the next part of the creed that says we believe in “Jesus Christ, his [that is God the Father’s] only Son, our Lord”.

The creed gives us three titles given to Jesus; He is the Christ, the only Son, and our Lord. 

So now let’s look together at Matthew 16, starting in verse 13.

Matthew 16:13-15 “Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 14 And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, others say Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15 He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 

Then in verse 16 says, “Simon Peter replied, ‘You are the Christ…’” 

By the way, articles matter. You can circle the. “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 

We see two of our three titles used in the creed right here in this text.

The setting is right outside of Caesarea Philippi. Jesus asked the disciples, “Hey, what’s the word on the street? Who do people say I am? 

Word on the street was that Jesus was some sort of prophet who have been bought back to life. By this point John the Baptist had already been beheaded. 

Then Jesus turns the question to his disciples: “What about you?” 

It’s a question you and I will have to answer even today. “Who do you say that I am?” 

Peter, who is not a shy man, is quick to answer. “You are the Christ, the only Son of God.” 

Here’s something interesting to note about what’s happening in this declaration. The location is important.

This conversation is taking place right outside the city of Caesarea Philippi. Caesarea Philippi was actually renamed Caesarea Philippi by Augustus Caesar. 

He renamed it after himself, and then Herod the Great actually built a temple there to Caesar. So Caesarea Philippi was one of the crown jewels of the Roman Empire as a way to kind of flex its might.

Rome rules the world at this period of time. In fact, they ruled from India to England. This is Rome, a brutal, violent, ruthless regime. 

I. In the shadow of their might, Peter says, “Jesus, you’re the King.”

The declaration we see happening here is that Jesus is King over all earthly powers, but that’s not the only thing we can see here in this location. 

Before it was renamed Caesarea Philippi by Caesar, it was called Paneas, because the god Pan had a temple there and was worshiped there. 

This idea of Paneas, where we get pantheism…everything is god and god is in everything. 

So in this singular declaration that Jesus is the Christ…not a christ but the Christ…Peter is saying, “You are King over every earthly power, but you are also King over every heavenly power. There is no domain that exists that you do not stand over as its King.” 

II. Now from there, Peter moves on to say “Jesus is the only unique Son of God.” 

It’s important to note that if you read your Bible, there’s a lot said in the Old Testament… Prophets and righteous men were oftentimes called sons of God, so this little phrase son of God isn’t unique to Jesus.

Although there were other men who were given the title “Son of God,” none of them were given the title with the definitive article, “The Son of God.” 

Jesus is unique in three ways when it comes to these prophets and other men. Let me give them to you really quickly. 

A. Jesus is unique in his sonship to the Father in that he is co-eternal with God the Father. Jesus has always been, and he will always be.

The gospel of John starts with, “In the beginning was the Word. In the beginning was Jesus. Jesus was with God, and Jesus was God.” 
Jesus was before all things. He is co-eternal with the Father. That is not true about the prophets. 

B. Jesus walks in a distinct authority. If you watch Jesus operate, he doesn’t operate like one of the prophets or some teacher. He operates in an extreme amount of authority. He rebuked a storm and it listened.

There wasn’t one more clap of thunder, like the storm trying to get one jab in before it stopped. It just stopped, and everything went quiet.

One of my favorites is when he told Lazarus he couldn’t be dead anymore. “Lazarus, come on.” 

C. That power makes Jesus unbelievably unique. 

Jesus walks in a distinct authority. Then Jesus is the unique Son of God in his proximity to the Father. He is co-eternal, he walks in divine authority, and he’s a part of the Godhead, always has been, always will be part of the three-in-one, the second person of the Trinity.

Not only is Jesus the Christ, the King, he is also the only unique Son of God. 

III. The last title given to him in the Apostles’ Creed is that he is the Lord. 

Now the phrase “Jesus is Lord” appears in the New Testament close to 300 times. It’s one of the most common renderings given to Jesus, his ministry, his personhood, who he is, that Jesus is the Lord.

The reason that’s so big is when the Hebrew Bible (the Old Testament, as you and I would know it) was translated into Greek, uniformly they translated the covenant word Yahweh, the name they gave God, to Lord. 

So you begin to see Jesus being called Lord in the New Testament as a reference to his deity, a reference to the salvific work of God in Christ. 

When Jesus is called Lord, he is called the Savior of the world.

Christ the King / Son of God / Lord and Savior

Now what we said is that we were going to walk through the Apostles’ Creed because it would help us develop better symmetry and better clarity and would help us understand our community more and ultimately would help us counsel ourselves and counsel others.

With this in view, that Christ is the King over all earthly powers and all heavenly powers, that he is the only unique Son of God, different in his sonship than, say, you and me as adopted sons and daughters if you’re a Christian in here, and he is the Savior of the world… With those things established, let’s walk through the grid of symmetry, clarity, community, and counsel.

When we’re talking about symmetry (balance)… There are some of you in here who would gladly say, “Christ is Savior. I totally get that.” 

But there’s no part of you that would call him King or submit to his kingly reign. 

There are some here who are spiritual infants. We don’t want to beat up infants. You don’t want to put a ton of weight on a toddler. 

You don’t demand out of a 3-year-old what you would expect out of a 22-year-old, but there is a strange sense in which many of us feel that Jesus can be our Savior with no submission to him being King, and this is a foreign concept in the Bible.

Here, one of the bigger issues in the church today, especially in America. 
So many in the church don’t see Jesus as King at all. You have fire insurance. 

You saw a scary skit when you were 6 years old about how you were going to go to hell, or maybe your brother or sister or friend at church got baptized and somehow someone talked you into something that wasn’t in your heart yet.

I’m not saying any of us are perfect in our obedience to the kingly reign of Christ. But I’m saying there’s a desire or at least a desire to desire. 

Something has to be there. “I’m going to submit to King Jesus.” Even if that’s in its infant stages, it must be there or I would question whether of not you are a Christian in the first place. 

Some of you need, for symmetry’s sake, to grow in your holy fear and awe of King Jesus.

Others of you, that’s not your issue at all. In fact, your issue is the exact opposite of that. Remember, we’re trying to develop the right symmetry here. 

You see him as King Jesus, but you’re nervous about that kingly rule of Jesus, and you don’t see him as the Lord, the Savior, the tender, loving King who ransoms and rescues, so you avoid or you’ve chalked him up as being a tyrant or cruel. 

You need to grow in your understanding that in his kingly reign he is a tender, loving sovereign.

Then on clarity… People all over the earth and in every religion does something with Jesus Christ. 

You cannot deny the historicity of the person of Jesus of Nazareth and what has happened since his death and resurrection. 
The Muslims believe in Jesus. In fact, Jesus is mentioned multiple times in the Qur’an. They call him ‘Isa. 

They believe he is a prophet sent from God and one of God’s best prophets, so Jesus is one of the greatest prophets God ever sent to mankind.

Jews or Judaism in general view Jesus as one of a number of false messiahs who have led a ton of people away from the true religion of Judaism. 

Hindus, or at least some Hindus, regard Jesus as the incarnation of the god Vishnu. 

According to Hindu belief, Vishnu is periodically incarnated into the world in forms as varied as a fish or a dwarf or a human being. Vishnu comes into the world in order to preserve or sustain life or restore order on the earth.

Atheists or agnostics usually believe he was a good teacher or an example to emulate. 

Unbelievers see Jesus as a historic person who is irrelevant for life and is only a historical figure. Most unbelievers are not hostile toward Jesus, but think less of His church. 

They just think about him like they think about George Washington. “Yeah, he did some good stuff. He’s really irrelevant for my life today.”

Nominal Christians, and I don’t like that phrase. I don’t think you can do that. I think you can be immature. I think you can be a baby, but you can’t be indifferent. You can’t be nominal.

Nominal Christians see Jesus as a good add-on but not necessarily the King of their lives. 
Jesus is a type of genie in a bottle that gives us our wishes. He demands nothing, and when all is said and done, he’s simply an errand boy who goes and grabs us things to make us more comfortable. 

C.S. Lewis, who was a professor of medieval literature at Cambridge and Oxford. After reading the Bible as an expert in medieval literature, he said Jesus’ claims make him either a liar, a lunatic, or the Lord. He has to be one of those. 

He’s an outright liar (he has just made it all up, and he held on to that lie in an incredible amount of self-discipline as they butchered him), He’s crazy, or he is who he says he is, and if he is who he says he is, we cannot be indifferent to that claim.

So as you hear people talk about Jesus… Everybody has an opinion about who he is, and yet it is the teachings of Christ and the life of Christ that make so many of those beliefs about who he is irrelevant.

Through His teaching and His life Jesus says, “That’s not what I am. I’m not a good teacher. I’m not a good prophet. Before Abraham was, I Am. 

I am God in the flesh, second person of the Trinity. I have always been, I will always be.” 

That’s who Jesus said he was. He didn’t say, “Live like me.” He said, “Submit and surrender to me.” That’s different. 

This is the clarity we need around Jesus.

When it comes to the community… I love things that make Christianity really distinct from other belief systems. 

Christianity alone shows God himself putting on flesh and dwelling among men. God himself comes and makes peace with the rebellious.

So you don’t see a Zeus-like god with a lightning bolt in his hand, waiting for you guys to mess up so he can blow you up. That’s not what we see. That is not the message of Christianity. 

John 3:16 is awesome, but it’s 3:17 that says, “Christ has not come into the world to condemn the world but rather to save the world from condemnation.” Christianity alone is an incarnational religion.

Because Christ put on flesh and dwelt among us, because the second person of the triune God of the universe entered the fray, we are men and women, as Christians, who enter the fray. 

Where the world is broken, with openhanded gladness… What I mean by that is openhanded gladness about my money, my time, my resources, my talent, my home. 

In openhanded gladness, I’m pushing back what’s dark in the world. I am incarnating the glory of God in the person of Jesus Christ by pushing back what’s dark in the world.

This is what has defined our faith since the beginning. That’s why so many hospitals are Presbyterian and Baptist and “Saint Such-and-Such,” because Christians incarnate. 

We do not build walls to keep the sinners out. That’s not what we do. That’s not who we are. We push back what’s dark. We are engaged. 

Christianity is not defined by its ivory-towered cleanliness but rather by its brokenhearted dirty-handedness.

We grieve at the brokenness of the world, but we don’t grieve at the brokenness of the world behind high walls with machine gun turrets just to make sure none of it touches our family. 

We get in the muck and mire, and we weep with people and open up our homes and take dumb risks for the glory of God. 

This defines the community of God. We’re incarnational. We are a missional people. The world is broken, and we have good news. 

We herald that good news with our mouths and with our lives. The people of God should be defined by such things.

Where should we go to find counsel? Our King. 

We should go to Jesus. We should go to the very words of God to find counsel.

Again, on the loveliness and tenderness of this King… Jesus teaches in John 10:10, “The thief comes to kill, to steal, and to destroy, but I have come that you might have life and have it to the full.” 

What does Jesus come to do? To give you life to the full. Now who doesn’t want that? I mean, which one of you is going, “Eh, you know what? I’ll take three-quarters. I’m doing all right. I’ll take half.” 

No, no. I want more.

If there’s more joy to be had in my marriage because of Christ, I want it. If there’s more joy to be had in the ever-expanding knowledge of who he is, I want it. 

I want all the life there is to have, and Christ said, “It’s in me. You find it in me. You want full life? I’ve come to give you full life. Come to me for that full life.” 

We find our counsel in King Jesus, and we counsel others out of the wisdom that is Christ Jesus.

Now as I thought through how we might encourage one another today… There is a passage of Scripture found in the book of Colossians, Colossians 1:15-20, that some historians and theologians will call the “Christ hymn.” 

Many believe that the early church would stand and read this together, maybe even sing this together as a song. 

So what I thought we would do, just to honor the Lord and encourage one another in this place today, is stand and read Colossians 1:15-20 together.

Here’s what we’re going to do. I want to start with you, and then I want to back out and just let your voices fill the room as we testify to the beauty of Christ. 

 “He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through him and for him. And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together.

And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent. For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross.”

Amen. Thank you. You may be seated.

May we with growing conviction say, “I believe in God the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.” 

Next week, we’ll round out the Trinity with the Holy Spirit. Let’s pray.

Father, we thank you for your goodness and grace. Father, many of us just cry out to you this morning. We need a king. We’ve tried to rule and reign, and it has gone really badly for us. There’s brokenness all around us. 

As we’ve tried to fix it, it has just gotten messier and messier. 

I pray, Holy Spirit, that you would provide illumination, that you would do the work of clarity, and that we might lay our yes down to you, King Jesus, that we might step off this throne of our lives and our hearts and just say, “I need you to reign and rule over me, Jesus. I need you to sit on this throne.”

Some of us need to think on, dwell on, Jesus as Savior and let his forgiveness wash over the dirtiness we feel, the guilt and shame we’re walking in, that we might leave this place different than we’ve come in because of this good news, because of this gospel. 

We thank you, Father, for sending the Son. We thank you, Holy Spirit, for opening our eyes to the beauty of the Son and bring glory to you, our Father, our infinitely powerful and intensely personal Father. 

Help us now as we consider and think about you, Jesus, as we consider and think about your broken body and shed blood. It’s for your beautiful name I pray, amen.

Benediction  
“The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you; the Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace.” (Num. 6:24-26) 
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